
MPQPL386

Prepare plant for operation

Overview What is this standard about?

This standard specifies the skills, knowledge and understanding 
required to demonstrate competence in the preparation of plant to 
ensure it is in a satisfactory condition before operation.  
Who is this standard for?

This standard is applicable to any person who is required to operate 
plant and who needs to prepare the plant before they begin operations 
within the mineral products sector. 
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Performance criteria

You must be able to: 1. conduct your work in line with relevant regulations, legislation and 
safe working practices to maintain a safe, healthy and environmentally 
responsible workplace.  
2. interpret the given operating information relating to the preparation of 
plant and confirm its relevance 
3. communicate with others and maintain records relating to the 
preparation of plant 
4. select, check and wear the appropriate Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for preparing plant 
5. check the plant is in a safe condition and suitable location for the 
inspections to be carried out 
6. request, select and use resources for the preparation of plant 
7. store and dispose of resources in line with safe working practices 
8. work within your own level of competence and seek assistance and 
advice when required 
9. conduct pre-use, start-up and function checks on plant in line with 
site, organisation and manufacturers’ guidance and safe working 
practices.
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Knowledge and 
understanding

You need to know and 
understand:

1. relevant regulations, legislation, company policies and procedures, 
safe working practices and operating information 
2. how to select, check and wear the appropriate PPE for preparing 
plant
3. how to request, select and use resources appropriate to the 
preparation of plant
4. how to report problems with the resources, plant and equipment
5. who to notify when preparing plant for operation
6. what constitutes a safe location for the preparation of plant
7. the importance of pre-use and function checks
8. the limits of your own responsibility and competence and when to 
seek assistance or advice from others
9. why it is important to take responsibility for your own behaviour and 
standards of work
10. the hazards associated with the preparation of plant
11. how maintenance of plant is carried out
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Scope/range information: drawings or diagrams, specifications, schedules, method 
statements, risk assessments, manufacturers’ information, current 
regulations governing the operation of plant and the use of equipment 

MPQPL386 Prepare plant for operation 4



MPQPL386

Prepare plant for operation

Developed by MPQC

Version Number 1

Date Approved July 2021

Indicative Review 
Date

July 2026

Validity Current

Status Original

Originating 
Organisation

MPQC

Original URN MPQPL386

Relevant 
Occupations

Mobile Machine Drivers and Operatives; Plant and Machine Operatives; 
Plant Maintenance

Suite Mineral Products Plant Operations

Keywords plant; extractives; mobile; preparation; prestart; checks; prepare; 
function checks; fuel; lubricant; mineral products; plant

MPQPL386 Prepare plant for operation 5


