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Overview 
 

Due to the unique nature of the industry, the hazardous nature and 

consequences arising from accidents or inappropriate actions, mining is an 

industry operating under a great deal of specific and detailed legislation and 

regulation.  

 

Mine management is required to ensure so far as is practicable that all plant 

and equipment are safely installed and commissioned, and that it is 

subsequently systematically inspected, examined, tested and maintained. This 

is effected through an up to date written scheme for inspection, examination, 

testing and maintenance, and where necessary repair. 

 

This standard describes this function of ensuring an appropriate, safe plant and 

equipment management scheme is established and maintained for the mine 
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Performance 
criteria 
 
You must be able to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

P1 establish/review and maintain an appropriate safe system for the 

installation, commissioning, inspection, examination, testing and 

maintenance of plant and equipment 

P2 monitor the application of the system 

P3 ensure there are sufficient competent and appointed personnel to carry 

out the work as prescribed in the system  

P4 monitor and review the organisational arrangements for training and 

ensuring competence of employees and contractors 

P5 ensure that records are kept of all plant and equipment, and of their 

inspection, examination, testing and maintenance, as appropriate 

P6 ensure that identified defects are addressed appropriately, safely and 

timely 

P7 facilitate the organisation of long term engineering/maintenance projects 

P8 communicate engineering/maintenance requirements and issues 

effectively  
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Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
You need to know and 
understand: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You need to know and 

understand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You need to know and 

understand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legislative 

 

 

K1 the legislative framework (Acts, Regulations, Approved Codes of Practice, 

Guidance) 

K2 duties and powers of regulatory bodies (e.g. Mines Inspectorate, HSE, 

Environmental Agency, Police, Local Authority) 

K3 penalties for non-compliance or breach of regulations 

K4 statutory requirements for staff competence/qualifications/appointments in 

relation to maintenance/technical activities 

K5 statutory responsibilities of mine technical staff 

K6 statutory requirements for safely installing, commissioning, systematically 

inspecting, examining, testing and maintaining mine plant and equipment 

K7 specific statutory requirements in relation to plant and equipment on site 

(e.g. transport, winders, ventilation) 

K8 definitions of hazard, risk,  accident, danger, accident rate, environmental 

aspect, environmental incident, frequency and severity 

K9 statutory requirements for a safe system of work 

K10 basic procedures for carrying out health and safety risk assessment 

K11 basic procedures for carrying out environmental aspect risk assessment 

K12 recording procedures in relation to statutory requirements 

 

Inspections 

K13 the range, type, purpose and frequency of inspections to be carried out 

K14 workplace inspection, monitoring and hazard identification methods,  

K15 identification and safe use of inspection, examination and testing 

equipment 

K16 procedures to exclude persons from areas requiring inspection 

K17 acceptable standards of inspected aspects 

K18 actions to be taken in the event of an inspection identifying potential 

hazards requiring attention 

K19 recording and reporting procedures in relation to inspections, 

examinations and testing 

 

Plant and Equipment 

K20 organisational requirements for safely installing, commissioning, 

systematically inspecting, examining, testing and maintaining mine plant 

and equipment 

K21  organisational procedures for maintaining an inventory of plant and 

equipment 

K22 planned preventative maintenance (time-based and condition-based) and 

curative (breakdown) maintenance; when these might be required and 

any changes required facilitating these activities 

K23  procedures for the establishment of plant safety/safe systems of work  
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You need to know and 

understand: 

 

(e.g. permits to work, lock-off/isolation systems) 

K24 standards for engineering equipment/materials  

K25 recording/reporting procedures in relation to maintenance of 

plant/equipment/machinery and defects 

K26 mine hazards that may impact on maintenance activities 

K27 technical activities that may impact on the activities or safety of the mine 

K28 actions to be taken in the event of identifying an aspect of the condition of 

the mine that may lead to a hazardous situation or unsafe working 

 

Personnel 

K29 competence requirements for mine technicians 

K30 procedures for appointing/authorising personnel 

K31 procedures for ensuring activities are carried out by competent personnel 

K32 arrangements for health, safety and welfare of personnel 

K33 personal protective equipment requirements for mine technical activities 

K34 organisational communications systems and procedures 
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Additional Information  
Scope/range  
 

Regulations/Legislation 

 

Knowledge in relation to regulations/legislative requirements as applicable to 

the type/class of mine in respect of: 

 

Management of the mine, operation of the mine, management of health and 

safety, emergencies, accidents and dangerous occurrences, risk assessments, 

provision of protective equipment, provision and use of plant and equipment, 

mine maintenance 
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Developed by Proskills 

 

Version number 1 

 

Date approved February 2010 

 

Indicative review 
date 
 

April 2015 

 

Validity Current 

 

Status Original 

 

Originating 
organisation 
 

Proskills 

 

Original URN MM2 

 

Relevant 
occupations 
 

Coal mine operatives; Quarry workers and related operatives; Managers in 

mining and energy; 

Suite Mines Management  

 

Key words mines; management; underground; rock; mineral; plant; equipment; extraction; 

ventilation; transport; emergency 

 


